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where he stayed but a few weeks, as it is now out of the
question to attempt any measures short of the removal of the’ 

limb.
Here is certainly a case of a most instructive kind; first we

have the fall and the severe inflammation following upon it,
this is a common and every day occurrence ; then the re-
kindling of the inflammation from re-percussion after expo-
sure to damp; and, in the third place, the chronic and low
inflammation of most of the parts entering into the formation
of the joint. Amputation is proposed and accepted, but Mr.
Scott succeeds in saving the limb by tight strapping with
mercurial plaster; partial anchylosis takes place, but the part
remains for many years tender, and obnoxious to inflamma-
tion and pain. At last both the latter symptoms (from cold
or bad living ?) appear with great intensity, and it becomes
extremely probable that process of caries and necrosis is
actively going on, there being hardly any resource left but the
amputation of the leg.

This case will perhaps not be looked upon in the same
light by all our readers, and we shall not pretend to interfere
with the conclusions which every surgeon will draw for him-
self. We would merely raise the doubt whether this patient
was really benefited by not having his leg removed when
under the care of Mr. Andrews. It is true that he had the
use of his limb for many years, but it is very questionable
whether he derived much advantage from this, as he had now
and then severe attacks of pain which must have had a very
unfavourable influence on his general health. The practical
value of this case is, however, of great importance; we shall
perhaps have to allude to it again, and shall continue, in the
next " Mirror," the cases of affection of the knee-joint, as
tabulated at the commencement of the article.

Reviews and Notices of Books.

Near Sight, Aged Sight, Impaired Vision, and the Means of
Assisting Sight. By W. WHITE COOPER, F.R C.S., Oph-
thalmic Surgeon to St. Mary’s Hospital. pp. 320. Second
Edition.

THE call for a second edition proves the usefulness of this
little volume, and its author has taken the opportunity of a
republication, to make several important alterations and im-
provements. The chapter on Achromatopsy, or the inability
to distinguish colours, is quite new, and contains much original
-,observation. A chapter on Eye Protectors, which is also an
addition to the present volume, will be read with interest.
The ingenious modes of assisting sight in artificial pupil, con-
genital 6sure of the iris, and permanent dilatation of the

pupil, show the author’s skill as an ophthalmic practitioner
in compensating for injuries or conditions which cannot be
remedied by art in any other manner. In the appendix,
Some observations are made on Snow-blindness, which will
xepay perusal. Altogether Mr. White Cooper’s treatise
cannot fail to meet with favour. None can know better than
medical practitioners the extreme value of a general know-
ledge of the means of preserving and assisting the most
precious of the organs of sense, and to none are they of more
alue than to professional men.

Wizcyclopcedia Britannica. Eighth Edition. Edited by Pro-
fessor TRAILL. Vol. I. Dissertations. Edinburgh, 1853.
4to, pp. 793.
THE appearance of a new edition of this perennial treasury

of literature and science, under the supervision of a member
of the medical profession, Dr. Trail, of Edinburgh, induces
us to draw the attention of our readers to the new and im-

proved issue. The volume before us is one of which the pro-
,fession has reason to be proud, since it contains the well-known
elegant 11 Dissertation" on the Progress of Ethical Philosophy
- during the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries, by Sir
James Macintosh. The author originally intended to practise
the healing art, and graduated in Edinburgh accordingly, but
when commencing practice in London suddenly changed his
mind, and went to the Society of Lincoln’s-inn. Thus the

profession of law robbed us of one of no mean brilliancy.

The present " Dissertations," and the name of Macintosh,
bring also to our recollection that some of the most eminent
writers in the English language on mental science have been
educated in the temple of aesculapius: the names of Locke,
Hartley, Brown, Abercrombie, &c., are sufficient proof.
Besides the historic disquisition of Macintosh the present
volume contains the dissertations of Dugald Stewart and
Dr. Whately on Philosophy, and those of Playfair and Leslie
on the Progress of Mathematical and Physical Science. The
eminent Master of Trinity, Dr. Whewell, also contributes a
Preface to the Dissertation of Macintosh. The chief of the con-
tents of the volume having been before the public some con-
siderable period renders it unnecessary to enter more into
detail; but as there is evidence that the highest department of
human knowledge-the science of mind-is receiving more en-
couragement at present than it has done for some time past, we
venture to draw attention to the very elegant introductory
Dissertations on Metaphysics and Ethics now united in a single
volume, and to which reference can so easily be made by the
busy practitioner of " psychological medicine."

House of Commons.
FRIDAY, JUNE 3, 1853.

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.

LORD D. STUART asked Lord Palmerston whether it was the
intention of the Government to introduce a bill during this
session of Parliament for the better regulation of the laws
relating to the profession of physic and surgery; whether it
was the intention of Her Majesty’s Government to introduce
a bill empowering Her Majesty to grant a new Charter of In-
corporation to the Royal College of Physicians of London,
whether, in conformity with the Pharmacy Act, there had
been submitted for approval to the Home Secretary bye.laws
for the regulation of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great
Britain, and whether those bye-laws had been approved of;
whether there had been forwarded to the Home Secretary
the opinion of counsel declaring those bye-laws to be illegal
and unjust and contrary to the spirit and intention of the
Pharmacy Act of the last Parliament.
Lord PALMERSTON said, in answer to the first question of his

noble friend, he had to observe that the present condition of
the medical profession in this country was one that required
considerable regulation and amendment. It was, in fact, a
labyrinth and a chaos owing to the many different source
whence degrees and licenses to practise in the different
branches of the profession arose. The question was very
complicated, and he certainly had no hopes of being able to
bring forward a measure which would embrace the whole
subject this year. With regard to the granting of a new
charter to the College of Physicians, he hoped to be able to
bring in a bill in the course of the present session which.
should incorporate the charter which was required to be
granted. With respect to the Pharmaceutical Society, he
had had a code of bye-laws submitted to him, which
was now under consideration. There were persons who
objected to that code, and those persons had sent to him a
legal opinion on the subject-in fact, the opinion mentioned
by his noble friend. But it should be remembered that that
opinion was founded upon a case stated by those who objected
to the bye-laws, and the House must, of course, make some
allowance in consideration of that circumstance. He would
endeavour to ascertain from an impartial authority whether
there was any good foundation for these bye-laws or not.

POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS (IRELAND.)
SIR J. FITZGERALD wished to ask the Chief Secretary for

Ireland whether it was the intention of Government to place
the medical officers for poor relief in Ireland on the same
footing as in England, in reference to the payment of half of
their salaries out of the consolidated fund; and, also, whether
it was the intention of Government to make any provision for
the relief of the Poor-law Unions in Ireland from the pay-
ment of any part of the Poor-law establishment expenses with
which they were at present charged ?

Sir JoaN YOUNG said the question must be put to the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, as it came within the depart-
ment.


